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Magor  & St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

For  the  Year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Magor  and  St.  Mellons 
Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  general  conditions 
of  Public  Health  for  the  year  1937,  for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor 
and  St.  Mellons,  as  constituted  since  the  extension  of  the  Borough 
of  Newport,  in  April,  1935. 

The  Report  is  drawn  up  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  Ministry 


Health  (Wales)  Circular  1650. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  : (consisting  of  twenty-seven  parishes)  46,150  acres 

Population:  estimated  to  middle  of  1937  ...  16,030 

„ at  amalgamation  of  Magor  and  St.  Mellons 

Councils  ...  ...  ...  15,118 

Census  figures,  1931  (adjusted  for  present 

amalgamated  Rural  District)  ...  ...  14,881 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1937)  ...  ...  4,550 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £96,774 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rats  ...  ...  *£382 


(*As  ascertained  in  the  prescribed  manner  under  R,  & V.  Act,  1925). 

N.B. — The  above  figures  include  the  Parish  of  Rumney. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  Area. 

Ihe  area  is  composed  of  well  wooded  agricultural  land  border  - 
ing  the  coast  of  the  Bristol  Channel  for  16  miles  from  the  Rhymney 
River  West  to  Redwick  Pill,  Magor  on  the  east.  The  depth  of  the 
country  inland  is  irregular  from  9 miles  to  5 miles  from  the  coast. 

The  Borough  of  Newport  is  interposed  in  the  centre  of  the 
district. 

The  land  is  undulating  to  hilly,  with  flat  land  of  1 to  2 miles 
m depth  bordering  the  sea.  This  land  is  drained  by  a system  of 
reens  ” or  dykes.  The  land  is  mostly  pasture.  Very  little  corn 
is  grown.  Market  gardening  is  a prosperous  industry. 
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The  Newport  Port  Sanitary  Authority  discharges  Port  functions 
in  waters  abutting  upon  the  Rural  District.  The  riparian  parishes 
are  Rumney,  Peterstone,  St.  Brides  Wentloog,  Redwick,  C idcliff 
and  Nash.  The  East  Usk  light  is  situated  on  Goldcliff  and  the  West 
Usk  light  is  situated  at  St.  Brides  Wentloog. 


The  Monmouthshire  Commissioners  of  Sewers  have  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Caldicot  and  Wentloog  levels  which  lie  chiefly  in  the 
Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District.  The  members  are  appointed 
by  Royal  Commission,  dating  from  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  They 
are  concerned  with  land  drainage,  reens  and  their  protection  from 
pollution,  and  the  maintenance  of  the  sea  wall.  They  levy  a rate 
for  these  purposes. 


Social  Conditions. 

Further  building  developments  have  taken  place  during  the 
year  in  the  newly  developed  residential  areas  in  the  Parishes  of 
Rumney,  Rogerstone,  St.  Mellons,  Langstone  and  Llanwern. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  greater  part  of  this  area  are  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  mostly  cattle  rearing,  etc.,  and  producing  and 
retailing  milk,  there  being  a ready  market  for  this  in  Cardiff  and 
Newport. 


There  is  a steel  works  in  Rogerstone  which  employs,  a large 
number  of  men  living  in  Rogerstone,  Graig  and  Rhiwderin.  Ti  e 
position  of  employment  here  is  uncertain  as  a good  deal  of  the  work 
had  been  or  is  intended  to  be  transferred  to  a new  works  recently 
erected  at  Cardiff. 


The  districts  adjaoent  to  Newport  and  Cardiff  are  occupied  b_\ 
residents  who  are  employed  in  these  towns. 

Unemployment  during  the  year  has  been  less  owing  to  the  slight 
revival  in  trade,  but  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  actual  figures  of  the 
number  unemployed. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Filiation — (Census  1931)  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  18,866 

Magor  Rural  District  6,674 

Population  1937  (estimated  for  Births  and  Deaths 

Rate)  in  present  combined  Rural  District  16,030 

Birth  Rate. — The  number  of  Births  registered  was  : — 

M.  F.  Total. 

Total  Births  122  96  218 

Legitimate  ...  ...  120  92  212 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  2 4 6 

Still  Births  4 7 11 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,030  of  population  for  1937  was  ...  13.2 

do.  do.  do.  for  1936  was  ...  13.9 

do.  do.  do.  for  1935  was  ...  14.9 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1937  was  ...  14.9 

The  Birth  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  .. . ...  ...  15.5 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  was  48.0 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  j^ear  of  age  : — 

Number  of  Deaths  13  (6  boys  and  7 girls)  giving  a Rate  of  59  S- 


per  1,000  live  births. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  for  1937  ...  59. (f 

do  do.  do.  for  1936  ...  49.5 

The  rate  for  1935  per  1,000  births  was  ...  ...  ...  45.0 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  live  births Nil 

The  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  ...  58.0 

The  rate  for  Monmouthshire  was  ...  ...  63  9 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Ny 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) yyj 
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Death  Rate.-The  number  of  Deaths  registered  during  the  year 
was  167  (M.  92:  F.  75)  giving  a crude  Death  Rate  of  10.4 
per  1,000.  O 

The  adjusted  Death  Rate  for  1937  was  10.3. 

do.  do.  do.  for  1936  12.47 

In  1935  do.  do.  do.  was  13.0. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 


15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29 

30 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


The  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  was 
The  Death  Rate  for  Monmouthshire  was 
Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 
Deaths  from  other  Puerperal  causes  ... 

Giving  a Rate  per  1,000  births  of 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


12.4 

12.6 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

3.25 


Causes  Of  Death. 

M. 

F 

Typhoid  Fever,  etc. 

— 

Nil. 

Nil 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Measles 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Scarlet 

Whooping  Cough  — 

-- 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Diptheria  — 

9 

2 

Influenza 

...... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  — 

“ *•* 

1 

Nil 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

...... 

4. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  — 

— 

o 

Nil. 

Nil. 

i 

Other  Tuberculosis 

Nil. 

Syphilis  — — 

— 

1 

1 

General  paralysis  of  insane,  etc. 

10 

8 

Cancer 

3 

1 

Diabetes  — 

1 

33 

5 

Cerebral  hEemorrhage 

...... 

16 

Heart  Disease 

— 

Nil. 

Nil- 

Aneurysm  — • — 

7 

5 

Other  circulatory  — 



1 

2 

Bronchitis 

— 

4 

7 

Pneumonia 

* 

2 

Nil. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— 

2 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer  — 

" 

1 

Nil. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) ..... 

2 

Nil. 

Appendicitis 

1 

Nil. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  — — 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  Liver  Diseases  — 

...... 

2 

3 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

— 

1 

7 

Nephritis 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  — — 

. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  Puerperal 

3 

3 

Congenital  causes,  etc. 

2 

2 

Senility 

2 

Nil. 

Suicide 

4 

1 

Other  violence  — — ■ 

**.— 

4 

6 

Other  defined  causes 

...... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Ill-defined  causes  — — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 
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Deaths  of  children  under  1 year 

Under  1 week 

1 —  2 weeks 

2 —  3 weeks 

3 —  4 weeks 

Total  under  1 month 

1 — 3 months 
3 — 6 months 
6 — 9 months 
9 — 12  months 

Total  under  1 year 

Totals  from  0 — 1 year  . 

There  have  been  no  causes  of 
specially  noteworthy  during  the  year 


4 

2 

1 

1 


2 

1 

1 

1 


O 
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sickness  or  invalidity  which  were 


Hospital  Services. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by 
the  County  Council  : (No  changes  under  this  section). 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — All  cases  under  this  head  are  dealt  with  by 

the  Welsh  National  Memorial,  at  suitable  Centres. 

(2)  Maternity. — Urgent  cases  are  sent  to  Royal  Gwent  Hos- 

pital, or  to  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary.  The  County 
Council  are  now  proceeding  with  the  adaptation  of 
“ The  Coldra,”  Chepstow  Road,  for  use  as  a Maternity 
Hospital  which  will  be  available  for  cases  from  this 
Rural  District.  It  is  expected  to  be  opened  in  1938. 

(3)  Children  . — Nil.  The  Royal  Gwent  Hospital  is  available. 

Arrangements  are  made  by  the  County  Council  for  the 
treatment  of  crippled  children  from  the  County  at 
the  Royal  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  London.  Also  there 
is  now  an  Orthopaedic  Department  at  the  Royal  Gwent 
Hospital. 

(4)  Fever  Hospitals. — Nil.  Upon  payment  of  maintenance 

charges,  and  cost  of  conveyance,  the  Newport  Corpor- 
ation Isolation  Hospital  takes  cases  on  request  if  they 
have  vacant  beds.  Arrangements  have  also  been  made 
for  urgent  cases  to  be  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  of 
the  Bedwellty  Urban  District  Council,  Cardiff,  Mon- 
mouth and  Chepstow. 

(5)  Small  Pox. — Nil.  The  County  Council  provide  Hospital 

accommodation  for  the  isolation  and  treatment  of 
patients  suffering  from  this  disease. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. — Specimens  are  examined,  free  of  charge, 
by  the  County  Pathologist  (Dr.  G.  Rocyn  Jones)  at  the  County 
Laboratory.  Full  advantage  is  taken  of  this  service.  For  Milk  and 
W;*  %r  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

1.  Ambulance  Facilities. 

2.  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  no  changes  in  these  Services  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Council. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time), 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (also  part  time). 

Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  a whole  time  officer,  and  also  acts  as 
Inspector  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  1924. 

A contribution  of  one-half  the  salaries  is  paid  by  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. — No  provision  is  made  by  the  Council  for  general 
nursing.  This  work  is  carried  on  by  private  enterprise  and  District 
Nursing  Associations,  supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 

There  is  no  change  from  previous  years. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. — Nil. 


Midwives. — The  number  of  midwives  practising  in  the  area  is  8. 

Bassaleg  ...  1 Undy  1 

Castleton  ...  1 Penhow 1 

St.  Mellons  ...  1 Henllys  ...  ...  1 

Rumney  ...  2 


Chemical  Work. — Arrangements  are  made  for  this  work  to  be 
done  by  the  County  Public  Analyst,  or  at  the  County  Council 
Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Legislation  in  Force — 

Adoptive  Acts. — Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act, 
1890  (Part  III.)  24/3/02.  (Part  IV.)  Jan.  1934. 
Public  Health  Act,  1925  (except  sections  in  Parts  II  and 
III  mentioned  in  Second  Schedule  of  this  Act,  November 
1928.) 

The  Rural  District  Council’s  (Urban  Powers)  Order,  (15th 
August,  1931). 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933  (Sectional— Extension  of 
Application  to  Sheep,  &c.) 

Magor  and  St.  Mellons  (Urban  Powers)  Order  1937 — With 
respect  to  numbering  of  houses  in  parish  of  Rumney. 
Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  (Regulation  of  Public  Enter- 
tainment) Order  1937. 

An  approved  Town  Planning  Scheme  has  been  adopted 
for  the  St.  Mellons  portion  of  the  Rural  District. 


Byelaws. — 

Cleansing  of  footpaths  and  pavements,  22/2/02. 
Removal  of  house  refuse,  22/2/02. 

Nuisances,  22/2/02. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  22/2/02  (revised  31/3/26). 
Slaughter  Houses,  22/2/02  (revised  in  1928). 

Common  Lodging  Houses  22/2/02. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  Similar  Structures,  1/12/36. 

Regulations. — 

As  to  Water  Supplies  to  specified  Parishes,  Jan.  1923. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. — As  regards  the  portion  of  Rural  Area  previously  ad- 
ministered by  the  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  Council  and  considering 
the  size  and  scattered  nature  of  the  area,  the  water  supply  on 
the  whole  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  in  both  quality  and 
quantity.  The  populous  centres  of  this  area  are  provided  with  ade- 
quate and  satisfactory  piped  water  supplies. 


Dewallt  Area— Rogerstone. 

Work  has  been  commenced  on  the  provision  of  a much  needed 
new  domestic  piped  water  supply  from  the  Newport  Corporation 
Main  for  18  farms  and  houses  in  the  Derwallt  area,  at  an  estimated 

cost  of  £2,014. 

Extensions  of  the  existing  water  mains  at  St.  Mellons  have  also 
been  carried  out  during  the  year  to  Llwynarthen  Hill  and  also  m 
the  Parish  of  Rumney  to  meet  building  developments  in  these  areas. 

As  indicated  in  previous  Reports,  there  have  been  complaints 
for  several  years  of  an  insufficient  water  supply  from  the  existing 
mains  in  the  parishes  of  Magor  and  Redwick.  The  source  of  th^ 
supply  is  the  Severn  Tunnel  Pumping  Station  at  Sudbrook  (C.VV. 
Rlv  ) The  Council  have  been  considermg  a scheme  for  improving 
the  supply  to  these  Parishes.  Plans  have  been  prepared  for  the 
provision  of  new  mains  and  an  improved  water  supply. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  Reports,  prolonged  dry  weather 
causes  serious  hardship  to  the  occupiers  of  premises  m the  outlymg 
narts  of  the  Rural  District  where  piped  water  supplies  from  the 
Water  Mains  are  not  available,  and  where  the  householders  are 
dependent  upon  a limited  and  depleted  domestic  Water  Supply  from 
springs  and  wells,  some  of  which  quickly  dry  up.  _ 

Consideration  has  been  given  by  the  Council  to  the  Provisional 
new  and  improved  piped  water  supplies  in  the  Parishes  of  Ma0or, 
Redwick,  Penhow  (Parc  Seymour),  Michaelstone-y-Vedw  and  St. 

Mellons. 


lo 


Rivers  and  Streams.— The  River  Ebbw  which  runs  through 
vour  strict  for  about  6 miles,  and  the  River  Rhymney,  which 
bouncS^he  District  on  the  South  West,  are  both  badly  polluted, 
chiefly  with  coal  dust  discharged  into  the  rivers  from  coal  washenes 
at  the  adjacent  collieries,  and  also  with  acid  from  tinworks.  A portion 
of  the  north-western  part  of  the  Rural  District  is  bounded  by  the  River 
Usk  There  is  very  little  sewage  pollution  of  these  rivers.  No  action 
js  taken  to  prevent  pollution  of  these  rivers  in  respect  of  the  coal 

and  acid. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — As  indicated  in  previous  Annual 
Reports,  the  populous  and  cicely  built  parts  of  the  area  which  pre- 
vious ly  constituted  the  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  are  served  by 
efficient  sewerage  systems.  The  undermentioned  portions  of  the 
District  are  sewered  and  have  the  water  carriage  system  of  sewage 
disposal  : — 

Rogerstone,  Bassaleg  and  Rhiwderin  are  connected  up  to  the 
Western  Valley  Main  Trunk  Sewer. 

Rumney. — Sewers  are  all  connected  to  the  Ystradfodwg  Main 
Trunk  Sewer. 

St.  Mellons. — A sewerage  scheme  is  connected  up  to  the 
Rhymney  Valley  Main  Trunk  Sewer.  Additional  Subsidiary  Sewers 
have  been  constructed  to  meet  the  building  developments  in  pro- 
gress on  the  Druidstone  Road  Area. 

Lower  Maohen. — The  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  Church  Road 
are  comiected  up  to  a Subsidiary  sewer  which  discharges  into  the 
Rhymney  Vallejo  Main  Trunk  Sewer  near  the  Draythen  Bridge. 

Marshfield. — The  Council  have  had  under  consideration  for 
the  past  few  years  the  provision  of  a comprehensive  sewerage  scheme 
for  the  Parish  of  Marshfield.  Detailed  plans  have  been  prepared, 
but  in  view  of  the  comparatively  heavy  estimated  cost  of  this  scheme 
the  Council  have  been  in  communication  with  the  Special  Areas  Com- 
missioner and  have  made  repeated,  but  so  far  unsuccessful,  applica- 
tions for  a special  Grant  towards  the  cost  of  these  very  necessary 
works. 

Throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  District  which  previously 
constituted  the  Magor  Rural  District,  the  dry  earth  closet  system  is 
in  use. 

Some  houses  in  Langstone  and  Llanwern  are  provided  with 
cesspools,  to  which  W.C.  drains  are  connected. 

The  septic  tank  system  of  sewerage  has  been  installed  to  deal 
with  the  sewage  from  a number  of  new  houses  at  the  Llanwern 
Garden  Suburb,  and  at  Langstone. 

1 1 


In  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  this  portion  of  the  Rural  District, 
the  slop  water  (house  waste)  is  disposed  of  : — ^ 

(1)  By  main  drains  conveying  slop  water  into  ditches  and 

over  the  land. 

(2)  Into  cesspools  which  are  emptied  when  necessary. 

With  a few  exceptions  the  whole  of  the  houses  within  the  main 
drainage  areas  have  been  connected  up  to  the  Subsidiary  Sewers. 

Closet  Accommodation. — All  houses  in  the  Rural  District  are 
provided  with  some  form  of  Sanitary  Accommodation. 

With  but  few  exceptions,  all  the  houses  built  during  recent 
years  have  been  provided  with  Water  Closets  and  Water  Flush  tanks 
connected  thereto. 

Since  1924,  210  Closet  conversions  have  been  carried  out  in  the 
Rural  District.  In  the  populous  and  closely  built  centres  of  your 
area  the  closets  have  all  been  converted  from  the  conservancy  to 
the  water  carriage  system. 

Public  Cleansing. — The  populated  centres  and  villages  are 
scavenged  by  the  Council,  the  work  being  let  out  to  contract. 

The  house  refuse,  etc.  is  placed  by  the  householders  in  move- 
able  receptacles,  ready  for  collection  on  the  scavenging  days,  and 
is  deposited  on  suitable  tipping  grounds  as  far  as  possible  from  the 
villages.  Necessary  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent  any  nuisances 
arising  therefrom. 

As  the  houses  in  the  closely  built  and  populous  centres  of  the 
Council’s  area  are  provided  with  W.C.’s  connect  3d  up  to  the  Council’s 
sewers,  the  Council  do  not  now  undertake  the  collection  and  dis- 
posal of  refuse  from  earth  closets  and  privies,  nor  the  cleansing  of 
cesspools.  This  duty  is  imposed  by  Byelaws  upon  the  occupier  of 
the  premises. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  ths  District. 

(See  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report — page  23.) 

Smoke  Abatement. — It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take 
any  action  under  this  head. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

(a)  There  are  no  public  swimming  baths  or  pools  in  the  area. 

(b)  There  is  a privately  owned  open  air  swimming  pool,  open 
to  the  public,  situated  at  The  Grove,  Rumney.  The  arrangements 
are  satisfactory,  suitable  facilities  being  provided  for  bathers. 
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Schools. — The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  supply  of  most 
of  tWSchools  in  your  District  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  They 
are  jOiodically  visited  and  inspected.  At  four  of  the  schools  necessary 
repairs,  etc.,  have  been  carried  out  following  representations  made 
to  the  Authorities  concerned.  . 

At  one  School,  where  the  water  supply  is  obtained  from  a 
covered  “ well  ” on  the  premises,  it  was  found  necessary  to  pro- 
hibit the  supply  for  drinking  purposes  in  consequence  of  an  adverse 
report  of  the  samples  of  the  water  submitted  for  analysis. 

Pending  the  provision  of  a satisfactory  piped  water  supply, 
water  for  drinking  purposes  is  obtained  for  this  School  from  adjacent 
premises. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928  . — There  are  no  premises  in  the 
Council’s  area  whereon  Rag  Flock  is  manufactured,  used  or  sold. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  ...  161 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii.)  By  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii.)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  161 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  418 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  723 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notice  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers 

13 


309 

14 

203 

131 


3 --Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  thr 
Housing  Act,  1936  : T> 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  Notices  : — * 

(a)  by  Owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners. 


29 


29 

Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices  : — ■ 

(a)  by  Owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 
of  Demolition  Orders  .., 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit 


43 


40 

Nil 


Nij 


Nil 


Ten  houses  were  “ closed  ” subject  to  an  undertaking  given  by 
the  Owner  under  Seotion  11. 


4— HOUSING  AOT,  1936— OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (i.)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year 

(ii.)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  

(iii.)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  • • • 


33 

33 

221 


14 


(c)  (i.)  Number  of  cases 
^ during  the  year  .. 

v (ii.)  Number  of  persons 


of  overcrowding  relieved 


concerned  in  such  cases  ... 


9 

52 


(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  Nil 


Housing  Act,  1936. 

An  Overcrowding  Survey  has  been  carried  out  throughout  the 
Rural  District — to  ascertain  which  houses  in  the  Rural  Area  are 
overcrowded,  under  the  standards  laid  down  by  the  Act. 

During  the  past  seven  years  considerable  structural  improve- 
ments have  been  carried  out  to  old  type  cottage  properties  in  the 
former  St.  Mellons  Rural  District  (see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report, 
page  20). 

Since  August  1935,  the  Council  have  had  under  consideration 
the  question  of  the  re-conditioning  or  Demolition  of  94  “ unfit  ” 
houses  throughout  the  rural  district.  Several  of  these  houses  have 
now  been  “ re-conditioned  ” by  the  Owners,  seven  demolished  by 
the  Owners  and  eighteen  “ closed  ” subject  to  an  “ undertaking  ” 
given  by  the  Owners. 

The  Housing  Committee  of  the  Council  have  interviewed  the 
owners  or  agents  of  a large  number  of  these  houses  and  will  be 
dealing  with  others  in  due  course. 

The  Council  have  had  under  consideration  further  reports  sub- 
mitted to  them  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  with  reference  to  indi- 
vidual “ unfit  ” houses  in  the  rural  area  considered  to  be  not  capable 
of  being  made  “ fit  ” for  human  habitation  at  a reasonable  expense 
and  for  which  demolition  orders  are  deemed  to  be  necessary,  also 
the  estimated  number  of  new  houses  required  to  re-house  the  persons 
who  would  be  displaced  following  the  demolition  of  these  “ unfit  ” 
houses. 

Also  another  report  upon  conditions  in  the  Magor  and  St. 
Mellons  Rural  District  in  relation  to  Overcrowding,  and  rehousing 
requirements,  based  upon  an  estimate  of  need  as  derived  from  the 
Overcrowding  Survey. 

The  following  tables  indicate  the  number  of  new  houses  estimated 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  October  1937,  to  be  required  for  re- 
housing purposes,  in  connection  with  replacements  from  Over- 
crowded and  Individual  “ Unfit  ” Houses. 
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HOUSING  ACTS  1930  - 1936. 

Particulars  re  Individual  “Unfit”  Houses  Reported. 
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Housing  Act,  1936.— Overcrowding. 


(Hou^  required  for  families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions.) 


3U^ 

Parish 


2 Bedroom  3 Bedroom  4 Bedroom 
Type  Type  Type  Total 


Rogerstone 

Henllys  

Rumnev  ... 

St.  Mellons  • ... 

Marshfield 

St.  Brides  Wentloog 

Nash 

Langstone 

Magor 


1 7 

2—3 

— 4 
1 1 

1 — — 

— 1 

— 1 

— 4 


1 


8 

5 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 


4 3 20  27 


Sites  have  been  provisionally  selected  at  St.  Mellons,  Marshfield, 
Bassaleg,  Rhiwderin,  Henllys  and  Magor,  for  the  erection  thereon 
of  houses  for  the  accommodation  of  families  to  be  displaced  from 
these  “ unfit  ” and  overcrowded  houses.  As  this  is  receiving  the 
earnest  consideration  of  the  Council  it  is  hoped  that  the  provision 
of  these  new  houses  will  be  commenced  without  much  further  delay. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  produced  in  the  area  is  of  a good  standard  as  regards 
quality  and  cleanliness.  The  distribution  of  the  milk  is,  on  the 
whole,  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

A large  proportion  of  the  milk  produced  in  the  District  is  sold 
in  Cardiff  and  Newport. 

There  are  271  registered  wholesale  producers  of  Milk  in  the 
Council  area,  and  152  Milk  Retailers. 

As  in  previous  years  the  Cowsheds  and  Dairy  premises  in  your 
area  have  been  regularly  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Iuspector,  and 
action  taken  where  necessary  to  have  structural  defects  remedied 
and  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  complied  with. 

During  this  year  further  investigations  were  made  into  the 
Milk  Supply  in  your  area,  by  means  of  samples  of  milk  taken  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  for  Bacteriological  examination  at  the  County 
Laboratory. 

Twelve  cases  of  Tubercular  Milk  were  dealt  with  in  conjunction 
with  the  County  Health  Department. 
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Since  1923  structural  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to 
263  Cowsheds  on  Dairy  Farms,  and  on  over  127  Retailers’  premises 
more  adequate  provision  has  been  made  for  the  storage  of  miU^  and 
the  cleansing  and  storage  of  milk  utensils,  etc. 

Meat. 

Meat  Inspection. — This  was  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor, who  is  meat  Inspector  under  the  1924  Meat  Regulations.  There 
is  no  Public  Abattoir  in  your  District.  Slaughtering  is  carried  out 
in  private  slaughter  houses,  which  have  been  regularly  visited  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector.  There  are  eight  licensed  slaughter  houses 
now  in  use,  in  the  amalgamated  Rural  District. 

Approximately  26§  cwts.  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat  etc. 
were  destroyed  during  1937  as  unfit  for  human  food. 

During  the  year  1936  approximately  45f  cwts.  were  destroyed; 
28|  cwts.  in  1935  ; 29f  cwts.  in  1934  ; 24  cwts.  in  1933  ; 70£  cwts. 
in  1932  ; 62J  cwts.  in  1931  ; 38^  cwts.  in  1930. 

Nutrition. — Dissemination  of  knowledge  is  provided  by  lectures 
to  school  children  in  Schools,  also  by  lectures  under  the  auspices 
of  social  organisations,  i.e.,  Women’s  Institutes,  Guilds,  etc. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease. 

All  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  are  visited  and  inves- 
tigated by  your  Sanitary  Inspector  after  the  receipt  of  a Notifica- 
tion, and  instructions  given  regarding  isolation.  Where  necessary, 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  removal  of  the  Patient  to  an  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  if  accommodation  is  available. 

A “ certificate  form  ” addressed  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
left  at  the  house  visited,  for  signature  by  the  Doctor  in  attendance 
when  the  patient  is  recovered.  On  receipt  of  this  Signed  Certificate 
the  premises  are  disinfected. 

The  District  was  fortunately  again  free  from  Smallpox  and 
Enteric  Fever  during  the  year. 

The  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens 
are  carried  out  at  the  County  Council  Laboratory. 

Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin  is  supplied  free  by  the  Council,  and  is 
extensively  used. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  Council  during  1936  accepted  the  proposal  of  the  County 
Council  for  the  immunisation  of  infants  and  school  children  in  your 
area,  whereby  the  County  Council  perform  the  necessary  Schich  test 
and  injecting  the  serum.  The  serum  to  be  supplied  by  your  Council. 
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During  the  quarter  ended  31st  March,  1937,  immunisation  was 
carrie.^ut  at  the  following  Schools  : — 


Nash  22 

Redwick  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  19 

Bishton  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  14 

Goldcliff  15 

Magor  ...  ...  ...  • • • 40 

Rhiwderin  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  41 

Michaelstone-y-Vedw  ...  ...  •••  29 

Rogerstone  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 84 

Bassaleg  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  58 

Marshfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 


Giving  a total  of  children  treated,  373. 

No  further  work  was  done  in  this  connection  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year. 

During  the  year  1936,  220  children  were  treated,  making  a total 
of  593  children  treated  during  the  2 years  throughout  the  Rural 
District. 

No  vaccinations  or  re-vaccinations  have  been  performed  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox) 
Prevention)  Act. 

There  has  been  a marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  notifiable 
diseases  throughout  the  Rural  District  during  the  pastes  years. 

There  were  only  3 cases  of  Diphtheria  and  17  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  notified  during  the  year.  Most  of  these  were  cases  of  a mild 
type.  During  1936  there  were  15  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  9 cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever.  During  1935  there  were  8 cases  of  Diphtheria  and  17 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  During  1931  there  were  31  cases  of  Diphtheria 
and  77  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  During  1933  there  were  11  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  50  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 
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Tuberculosis  is  not  included  in  this  summary. 

Cancer  was  not  unduly  prevalent.  Facilities  provided  at  the  Radium  Centre  at  Card 

are  used  by  sufferers  from  this  disease. 

Blindness  cases  are  treated  by  the  County  in  the  case  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and 

the  Borough  for  others. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE8. 

L^^kse 

Total 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted  to 

Total 

Notified 

hospital 

Death 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

9 

— 

Diptheria 

3 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

(including  Paratyphoid) 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

7 

Other  diseases  notifiable  generally 

— 

— 

— 

(specify  disease)  (Erysipelas) 

Other  diseases  notifiable  locally 

— 

— 

— 

(specify  disease) 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during 

1937. 

Age 

periods 

New  ( 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Jases 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Dea 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

ths 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

0 

• • • 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

15 

3 

4 

1 

2 

25 

3 

4 

1 

3 

1 

35 

2 

1 

1 

45 

1 

1 

55 

1 

65  and  up 

. • . 

• • • 

... 

1 

Total 

9 

12 

— 

3 

7 

3 

— 

2 

The  rate  of  Non-notified  T.B.  Deaths  to  total  T.B.  Deaths  is  Nil. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  the  comparatively  small  number  of 
deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  incidence  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  compares  favour- 
ably with  other  areas. 

Notifications  of  cases  by  Private  Medical  Practitioners  are 
prompt  and  satisfactory. 

There  is  nothing  requiring  special  note  of  an  industrial 
character,  or  in  conditions  of  employment,  predisposing  to 
tuberculosis. 
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Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 

Under  these  regulations  a person  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
is  prohibited  from  engaging  in  an  occupation  which  involves  the 
handling  of  milk  by  him,  under  such  conditions  as  to  create  a danger 
of  infection  of  the  milk. 

It  has  not  been  found  neoessary  to  take  any  action  under  these 
regulations. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  (Section  172). 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  172  for  compulsory  removal 
to  Hospital  of  any  infectious  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis.  Under  this  enactment  a Local  Authority  are  em- 
powered to  apply  to  a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  for  an  Order 
for  the  removal  of  any  person  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tubercu- 
losis who  is  in  an  infectious  state,  for  his  detention  and  maintenance 
therein  for  such  period  not  exceeding  three  months  as  the  Court 
thinks  fit. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

NOEL  N.  WADE. 
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MAGOR  AND  ST.  MELLONS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

^ REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural 

District  Council. 

I beg  to  submit,  herewith,  my  Report  of  the  Sanitary  and  other 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1937. 

Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  last  year  have  been  complied 
with. 

335  Preliminary  Notices  and  Informal  Intimations  relating  to 
various  nuisances  and  their  abatement,  were  sent  during  the  year. 

As  ha  previous  years,  where  practicable,  Owners  or  Agents  of 
properties  concerned  were  personally  interviewed  regarding  repairs 
to  be  carried  out  and  arrangements  made  to  meet  them  on  the 
premises,  respecting  the  Avork  to  be  done. 

The  number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  was  105. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  legal  proceedings  were  necessary 
to  enforce  compliance  with  the  notices  served. 

A number  of  nuisances  also  were  abated  and  defects  remedied  on 
premises,  as  a result  of  personal  representations  only,  Avithout  the 
necessity  arising  for  any  AAritten  intimations,  in  connection  there- 
with. 

Representations  Avere  made  in  respect  of  a further  fourteen 
houses  Avhich  Avei’e  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  “ unfit  ” for  human  habitation. 

10  “ unfit  ” Houses  Avere  cloed  subject  to  an  “ undertaking  ” 
given  by  the  OAvners  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  3 
“ unfit  ” houses  demolished. 

During  the  year  a further  7 " unfit  ” structurally  defective 
houses  have  been  repaired  and  “ re-conditioned,”  and  put  ha  a proper 
habitable  condition. 

Since  1920  : — 

24  “ unfit  ” houses  have  been  demol  ished. 

24  unfit  houses  have  been  vacate  d and  used  for  purposes 
other  than  for  human  habitation. 

29  “ unfit  ” temporary  structures  have  been  vacated. 

87  unfit  structurally  defective  houses  have  been  ‘ ‘ re-con- 
ditioned ” and  made  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1936  and  the  first  half  of  1937  a large 
number  of  houses  of  various  sizes  and  types  were  visited  throughout 
the  rural  district,  and  measurements  and  particulars  taken  of  the 
number  and  sizes  of  the  various  rooms  in  each  of  these  houses  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  “ permitted  number  ” of  occupiers, 
ai  the  information  of  the  OAvners  and/or  occupiers  concerned. 
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Total  number  of  houses  included  in  the  1936 

Preliminary  Surve^>fL2551 

Total  number  of  houses  revisited  to  take  measurements  of 
rooms  to  ascertain  the  “ permitted  number  ” of 
persons  for  each  house  for  the  information  of 
owners,  &c.  ...  ...  751 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  as  to  permitted  numbers  590 

Number  of  families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions 

January,  1937  39 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  1937  3 

do.  do.  abated  do.  ...  9 

Number  of  families  overcrowded  on  31/12/37  ...  33 

House  Refuse  Collection. 

Collection  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  b}1.  Contract  through- 
out the  district.  The  Scavenging  Contracts  in  the  Parishes  of 
Kumney,  Rogerstone,  Graig,  Duffryn,  Marshfield,  St.  Mellons, 
Henllys  and  Llanwern,  have  on  the  whole  been  satisfactorily 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  difficulties  are  still  ex- 
perienced in  some  of  the  Parishes  in  obtaining  suitable  sites  as 
“ Refuse  Tips”  for  the  disposal  of  House  Refuse,  because  of  the 
limited  sites  available  for  such  “Tips,”  as  a result  of  the  continued 
building  developments  in  the  Council’s  area. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act. 

The  Refuse  Tips  have  been  “ Baited  ” during  the  year,  and 
a number  of  complaints  received  from  householders  respecting 
nuisances  from  Rats  on  private  premises  dealt  with. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council 
in  this  Rural  District  under  the  above  Act  have  been  delegated 
to  this  Rural  District  Council. 

Disinfestation  of  Houses. 

Action  was  taken  in  conjunction  with  the  owners  and  occupiers 
concerned  of  P2  bug-infested  houses  for  the  eradication  of  the 
vermin  by  fumigation  of  the  premises  and  furniture,  etc.,  and 
spraying  of  the  rooms  with  liquid  insecticide. 

Architraves,  skirtings,  floorboards  in  bedrooms,  etc.,  were 
first  loosened  or  temporarily  removed. 

Cracked  and  defective  walls,  plastering,  etc.  were  afterwards 
dealt  with  and  repaired. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS,  REPAIRS  Efc. 

m following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out,  and 
inspections  made  during  the  year  : 

Houses  repaired  •••  ...  •••  ^47 

Houses  represented  as  unfit  •••  •••  14 

Additional  light  and  ventilation  in  rooms  ...  19 

Additional  height  in  bedrooms  ...  ...  5 

Floors  of  living  rooms  relaid,  or  repaired  ...  33 

Forecourts  and  backyards  to  houses  newly  paved 

and  repaired  ^9 

Rainwater  Troughing  & Down  Pipes  newly  provided 

or  renewed  (premises)  ...  ...  87 

Houses  re-roofed  ••  ...  ...  4 

Damp  Walls  repaired  and  remedied  ...  ...  39 

Premises  visited  . . ...  739 

Inspections  following  complaints  ...  ...  127 

Nuisances  abated  ...  147 

Offensive  Ditches  and  Water  Courses  cleansed  ...  9 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  reported — 1936  & 1937  ...  40 

do.  do.  abated  during  year  ..  8 

Houses  cleansed  ...  ...  ..  12 

Wells  repaired  ...  11 

Premises  provided  with  more  adequate  supply  of 
water  ..  ...  10 

Miscellaneous  Inspections'  ...  ...  ...  316 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Number  of  samples  taken,  12. 

These  samples  were  taken  from  (a)  Council’s  Reservoir, 

Castleton,  which  provides  a piped  Water  Supply  for  the  parishes 
of  Marshfield,  St.  Brides  and  Peterstone  ; (b)  from  various  house 
supplies  ; (c)  from  rain  water  storage  tanks,  and  (d)  “ The  Pill” 
at  Llanwern 

RENT  and  MORTGAGE  INTEREST  (RESTRICTIONS)  ACTS  1920-1933. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  Certificates 
under  these  acts. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

All  the  notified  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  repeatedly 
visited.  Instructions  are  given,  together  with  precautionary 
notices,  and  enquiries  made  as  to  possible  sources  of  infection. 
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In  every  case  necessary  disinfectants  are  supplied  dmdng  the 
period  of  illness,  and  the  house  disinfected  at  the  certifi^  term- 
ination of  each  case. 

lhe  drains,  etc.  of  every  house  thus  visited  are  inspected  and 
if  necessary  tested,  when  investigating  notified  cases  of  infectious 


disease. 

Visits  made  ...  ..  ...  124 

Houses  disinfected  ...  ...  32 

Cases  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  11 

HOUSE  DRAINS.  — INSPECTIONS. 

New  Drains  laid  (excluding  New  Houses)  ...  28 

Repaired  and  cleansed  ...  61 

New  Inspection  Chambers  on  existing  drains  ...  9 

Additional  Ventilation  on  existing  drains  ...  5 

New  Slop  Sinks  provided  in  houses  ...  ...  43 


Eight  hundred  and  fort}^  houses  which  previously  drained 
either  into  cesspools  or  on  to  the  lai  d,  have  been  connected  up 
to  sewers  during  the  past  twelve  years,  throughout  the  Rural 
District. 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

All  the  houses  erected  in  the  District  during  the  year  are 
provided  with  W.C.’s  with  Flushing  Tanks  fixed  in  connection 
therewith. 

One  hundred  and  forty-five  W.C.’s  with  Flush  Tanks,  have 
been  provided  in  place  of  pail  closets,  privies,  etc  since  1930. 

New  Water  closets  provided  to  existing  houses  15 


Repaired  ...  ..  ...  81 

New  Flush  Tanks  provided  to  existing  W.C.’s  23 
Flush  Tanks  repaired  31 

Defective  Closet  Pans  replaced  by  new  ones  29 

PRIVIES  AND  PAILS. 

Converted  to  Water  Closets  ...  15 

Repaired  and  cleansed  ...  ...  19 

CESSPOOLS. 

New  Cesspools  constructed  ...  9 

Cleansed  and  Repaired  ...  ...  H 
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Slaughterhouses. 

TJlfcre  are  8 Slaughterhouses  in  this  Rural  District  situated 
as  foiK,ws  : — 

Rumney  1 

St.  Mellons  2 

Castleton  l 

Visits  made  thereto 
Representations  as  to  I 
complied  with 

As  indicated  in  previous  Reports,  ten  old  type  "Registered” 
slaughterhouses  have  been  closed  in  the  St.  Mellons  portion  of 
the  present  Rural  District,  since  1920,  by  reason  of  "non-user.” 

A Number  of  Notifications  were  received  from  farmers  and 
cottagers  in  respect  of  pigs  slaughtered,  mainly  for  bacon,  the 
majority  of  which  were  slaughtered  by  licensed  slaughtermen  in 
licensed  slaughterhouses. 

A few  Notifications  of  " Emergency  ” Slaughter  were  also 
received  and  attended  to. 

The  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  is  in  operation  throughout  the 
District.  No  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  met  with. 

Twelve  applications  were  received  for  licenses  under  this  Act 
to  slaughter  animals,  and  annual  licenses  were  granted  in  each 
case  by  the  Council. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle  in- 
cluding Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Pigs 

Approx.  Number  Killed 

182 

65 

1940 

510 

Number  Inspected 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Approx. 

85%  of  Animals  Slaughtered 

Whole  carcases  condemned... 
Carcases  of  v hich  some  part  or 

1 

— 

3 

2 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

15 

3 

49 

30 

spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B. 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

8.79 

4.6 

2.16 

6.23 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

3 

Nil 

Nil. 

2 

organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

9 

Nil. 

Nil. 

8 

spected  affected  with 
'tuberculosis. 

6.59 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1.96 

Rogerstone 
Langstone 
Mag  or 


mewashing,  ete. 


1 

1 

2 

519 
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Approximate 
destroyed  during 
surrendered  ; — 

Beef 

Veal 

Pork 

Mutton 

Offal  (Beef,  Pork  and  Mutton) 
Bacon 

Bottled  and  Tin  Foods 

Miscellaneous 


weight  of  diseased  and  unsound  meat,  etc. 
the  year,  the  whole  of  which  was  voluntary 


1718  lbs. 
Nil. 

334  lbs. 
144  lbs. 
GH7  lbs 
33  lbs. 
31  lbs. 
2 5 lbs. 


Total  2953  lbs. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  with  respect  to  the  sale  of  any 
unsound  meat  or  other  foods.  A fairly  large  proportion  of  the 
meat  retailed  in  this  area,  particularly  beef,  is  slaughtered  in 
adjacent  districts. 

SHOPS,  &c. 

Necessary  action  has  been  taken  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring 
the  satisfactory  condition  as  to  cleanliness,  etc.  of  shops  and 
vehicles  from  which  meat  and  Food  Stuffs  are  sold,  and  places 
whereon  food  is  prepared  for  sa  e. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Shops 
Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventilation,  temperature,  sanitary  con- 


veniences, etc. 

Workshops  (including  Bakehouses). 

Inspsct:ons  83 

Cleansed  3 

Repaired  2 

Insufficient  or  Defective  Sanitary 

Accommodation  (Remedied)  2 

Tents.  Vans  and  Sheds 


During  the  year  action  was  taken  to  prohibit  the  use  for 
human  habitation  of  a further  se . en  structurally  defective  and 
temporary  tvooden  structures,  reported  upon  as  being  occupied 
under  unsatisfactory  and  insanitary  conditions.  These  seven 
temporary  “Dwellings'’  have  Leen  vacated  and  demolished. 

The  recently  adopted  new  bye-laws  with  regard  to  the  sanit- 
ation &c.  of  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  and  other  temporary  structures 
are  being  effectively  administe  ed  throughout  the  Rural 
District.  Under  these  the  occupier  must  provide  adequate 
ventilation,  reasonable  waterproofing  protection,  suitable  dry 
flooring,  a sufficient  supply  of  good  water  within  300  ft.  of  the 
dwelling,  except  where  the  bunding  is  not  occupied  for  more  than 
seventy-two  hours  within  any  continuous  period  of  any  seven 
days,  and  cases  ©f  infectious  diseases  will  have  to  be  notified  im- 
mediately. The  ground  landlord  permitting  tents,  sheds,  &c., 
to  be  placed  within  15  ft.  of  each  other  will  have  to  give  three 
days’  notice  in  the  case  of  tents,  and  forty-eight  hours  regarding 
sheds.  Occupiers  have  to  provide  receptacles  for  refuse,  broken 
glass,  &c.,  and  the  maximum  density  of  such  buiklings  would  be 
10  ft.  between  each  other. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation)  Act,  1915. 
Milk'^^d  Dairies  (Amendment)  Act,  1922. 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order  1926. 


Milk  Supply. 


Repeated  inspections  of  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  ete.,  in  the 
Council’s  area  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  and 
representations  made  to  the  persons  responsible  regarding  any 
insanitary  conditions,  etc.,  requiring  to  be  remedied. 

Improvements  have  been  effected  in  a further  15  cowsheds  in 
your  area,  by  the  provision  of  impervious  floors,  additional  light- 
ing and  ventilation,  etc.,  whi.e  on  10  dairy  premises  more  adequate 
provision  has  been  made  for  the  cleansing  and  storage  of  milk 
utensils,  etc.  Special  attention  has  been  given  to  Retailers’  Dairy 
premises  in  view  of  the  marked  increase  in  the  quantity  of  milk 
now  sold  in  bottles. 

This  year  again,  some  samples  of  milk  produced  in  the  Magor 
and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District,  were  found  upon  examination  at 
the  County  Laboratory,  to  be  infected  with  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Detailed  investigations  were  subsequently  carried  out,  in 
conjunction  with  the  County  Health  Department  on  9 dairy 
premises  concerned,  and  the  infe  ted  cows  traced  and  slaughtered. 

A series  of  “sediment  tests”  of  samples  of  milk  taken  from 
producers  and  retailers  in  your  area  were  carried  out.  These 
“Tests”  are  made  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating,  on  the  spot, 
to  those  from  whom  the  sam;.  le  of  milk  is  taken,  the  actual  con- 
dition as  to  cleanliness  of  the  milk  supplied  by  them,  and 
improvements  have  been  noted  as  a result  of  these  “informal 
Tests.”  Thirty-five  such  Tests  were  made  during  the  year. 

Number  of  Producers  and/or  Wholesale  Traders 
on  the  Register,  31/12/37  ..  ..271 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  on  the  Register 
31/12/37  ..  ..  *152 

(*0f  this  number  75  are  also  registered  as  “Producers”). 


Piped  water  supplies,  with  automatic  drinking  bowls  for  the 
cows,  have  been  provided  in  45  cowsheds.  On  a number  of  dairy 
farms,  milking  machines  are  now  used.  Electric  lighting  has  also 
been  installed  in  the  cowsheds  on  several  farms. 
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10# 

15 

14 

13 

6 

10 

65 


Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

New  Cowsheds  erected 
New  Outbuildings  for  Milk,  Utensils,  etc. 

Cowsheds  repaired 
New  Floors  constructed  or  repaired 
Increased  light  and  ventilation 
Drains  provided  or  repaired 
More  adequate  Water  Supply 
Representations  as  to  Limewashing  and 
cleansing  (complied  with) 

Since  1923,  substantial  structural  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  to  over  263  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  Council  s 

area.  ... 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  although  the  total  mdk  pro- 
duction in  England  and  Wales  appears  according  to jreporta 
issued,  to  be  tending  to  decrease  presumably  because  of  economic 
stringency  in  Agriculture-the  public  demand  is  on  the  increase. 

Last  year,  according  to  the  annual  report  °t' Milk  MarkeL 
ing  Board,  the  consumption  of  liquid  milk  increased  by  40,0  > 

gaflons  whilst  the  total  output  of  milk  last  year  was  est.mated 
to  be  more  than  1 ,000,000,000  gallons. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  19'6. 

Two  Dealers'  Licences  to  sell  “ Pasteurised  ” ^rlk,  Three  to 
sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk,  and  One  to  sell  Accredited  Mi  k 
also  a Supplementary  Licenee  for  the  sale  of  “ Pasteurised  Milk 
respectively,  in  the  Council  ana,  were  granted  during  the  tea  . 

In  the  Milk  Special  Designations  Order  which  came  into  force 
on  the  1st  June,  1916,  the  designations  prescribed  to ^ replace 
those  originally  set  up  are  only  three  m number-  Tuberculin 
Tested  ” “Accredited”  and  “Pasteurised. 

Bacteriological  and  Biological  Examination  of  Milk 
During  the  year  1937  a further  58  bulk  samples  of  milk  were 

&SStSSSSSFSS^ 

County  Laboratory.  . , 

During  the  past  3 years  a total  of  *99 Sheeted 
ordinary  milk  produced  in  this  ura  , m\\k  supplv  from 

approstmatefy  SU  the 

number  and  results  of  the  sa™P'“^enat  i5  that  required  for 
The  minimum  standard  aimed  ab 

“Accredited”  Milk. 


Bacteriologies!  Examination  of  Milk. 


Remits  of  Examination 

Milk 

produced 

Total 

1935 

1936 

1937 

* 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  in  both 
respects,  i.e. 

(a)  Bacterial  Count  or  j 

Methylene  Blue  Test  & - 

(b)  Coliform  Bacilli  1 

36 

138 

37 

211 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  for  } 
Bacterial  Count  or  Methylene 
Blue  Test  but  not  for  Coliform  j 
Bacilli 

4 

41 

4 

49 

No.  of  samples  satisfactory  for  ] 
Coliform  Bacilli  but  not  for  [ 

Bacterial  Count  or  Methylene  1 
Blue  Test  ■ 

5 

6 

9 

20 

No.  of  samples  totally  unsatisfactory 

1 

10 

8 

19 

Totals 

46 

195 

58 

299 

Necessary  action  was  taken  with  the  Producers  and  Retailers 
concerned  respecting  the  adverse  reports  received, — with  a view 
to  the  improvement  of  the  standard  of  their  milk  supplies. 

Nuisances  from  Keeping  Animals,  etc 

Number  abated  ...  ...  23 

New  Houses. 

161  houses  were  completed  ready  for  occupation  during  the 
year  1967  in  the  undermentioned  parishes  : — 


Rogerstone 

20 

Graig 

4 

Duffryn  (Forge  Lane) 

2 

St.  Mellons 

15 

Rumney 

85 

St.  Brides,  Wentlooge 

r 

Marshfield 

2 

Michaelston-y-Vedw 

1 

Kemeys-Inferior  ..  2 

Langstone  . . 23 

Llandevaud  ..  1 

Llandavenny  . . 1 

Whitson  . . 1 

Redwick  . . 1 

Penhow  2 

Total  16 1 


I beg  to  remain,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


T.  O.  LEWIS, 

Sanitary  and  Housing  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1937, 
for  the  Rural  District  of  Magor  & St.  Melons, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACES. 

■ ■ ■ 

■ ■ ■ 

1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WCRKSKCPS  AND 
WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

. 1 Written 

Inspections  j Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2)  (3) 

14) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Nil 

83 

Nil 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 

premises. 

Total  ....  

83  Nil 

Nil 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS, 
AND  WORKPLACES. 


Number  of  Defects 

Number  of 
offences  in 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

2 

Remedied 

3 

Referred 
to  H M. 
Inspector 

4 

respect  to 
which  Pro- 
secutions 
were 

instituted. 

5 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Want  of  Ventilation 
Overcrowding 

f Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Insufficient  and  Defective  ) 
Sanitary  Accommodation f 

/ 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Nuisances 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

7 

7 

Nil 

Nil 

*Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3.  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  Public  Health  Acts. 
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